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7° Memorial Marco Germanetto

                International Under 17 Mountain Running Meeting 

WMRA Youth Team Challenge (16-17 years old)

Third Race, Piemontese Youth Championship

Second Race, Youth Grand Prix Province of Turin 

Susa (To) 25th June 2006

FINAL REPORT

270 youths between 8 and 17th year-old, from seven countries, competed in the 7th edition of the Marco Germanetto Memorial, a sports event dedicated to the memory of Marco Germanetto, a promising long-distance runner from Susa (Italian Champion and National team member), tragically deceased in September 1999 at 18.

A record-breaking success, both in terms of participating athletes and countries, confirming the evolution of a competition that since 2004 is aimed at young Mountain Runners worldwide.

During its early years, Atletica Susa had revived the prestigious Susa-Moncenisio relay race, associating it to the memory of its young champion. Since 2004, Atletica Susa decided to better honour that very memory by turning the Memorial into an event aimed at the younger generations.

In the Marco Germanetto Memorial, 15 young and promising Italian athletes have first worn the National team shirt in a Mountain Running race, a discipline that has given many trophies to Italian athletics.

In Susa, in the beautiful Villa San Pietro park, the best young hopefuls in Italian mountain running competed against young athletes from England, Wales, Scotland, Slovenia, France and Gibraltar. The Memorial has also served as the Regional Championship’s final competition and the Province of Turin Grand Prix, calling upon athletes from Lombardia, Valle d’Aosta, Veneto, Friuli Venezia Giulia and Calabria.

An important organisational effort from Atletica Susa, actively supported both from FIDAL (Italian Athletics Federation) and WMRA (World Mountain Running Association), which gave the Memorial its patronage, as its only event specifically dedicated to younger athletes.

Thanks to Marco Germanetto’s long-time friends and the Sports and Youth Municipalities in Susa$, since 2006 the Memorial also has a collateral music event, after Saturday’s opening ceremony, in Susa’s central Piazza del Sole: a further opportunity for youths from different countries to meet, which the Organising Committee wishes to develop in future Memorials. 

Remembering Marco Germanetto  

Born in Susa on 18th January 1981, he was attending the Liceo Classico “Des Ambrois” in Oulx, when he suddenly died in September 1999 in a car crash. A longtime member of Atletica Susa, here are his many agonistic achievements:

- Seven times Youth Italian Champion (mountain running and cross)

- One National Team presence (international meeting in Sasbachwalden, Germany,1997)

- Six presences in the Piedmontese team (cross, track, mountain running, field)

- Ten times Regional Champion (track, cross, mountain running)

Chosen by FIDAL in the “Club Atene 2004” project, to train the best long-distance runners for 2004’s Olympics in Greece.

In June 2003, Susa City Hall dedicated to Marco Germanetto its new track and field facility at Priorale.

Main sports events organized by Atletica Susa 

- 2 Mountain Running World Cups (Valle di Susa 1992 – Sauze d’Oulx 2004);

- 18 Challenge Stellina, international mountain running race on the old tracks of Partisan fighters during WWII;

- Several Mountain Running Italian Championships, both master and junior, in Susa, Mattie,   Chiomonte, Sauze d’Oulx;

- 7 “Marco Germanetto” Memorials;

